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STORM WATER DISCHARGES ASSOCIATED WITH
SMALL MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEMS

%
% AUTHORIZATION TO DISCHARGE UNDER THE
%

In compliance with the provisions of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act (Georgia
Laws 1964, p. 416, as amended), hereinafter called the “State Act,” the Federal Clean
Water Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), hereinafter called the “Clean Water
Act,” and the Rules and Regulations promulgated pursuant to each of these Acts, all
new and existing storm water point sources associated with small municipal separate
storm sewer systems, upon submittal of a Georgia Notice of Intent, are authorized to
discharge storm water to the waters of the State of Georgia in accordance with the
limitations, monitoring requirements and other conditions set forth in Parts 1 through
Appendix B hereof.

This permit shall become effective on

This permit and the authorization to discharge shall expire at midnight,

Signed this ___ day of 2012.

Director,
Environmental Protection Division
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PART 1. COVERAGE UNDER THIS PERMIT

1.1

Coverage

1.1.1 This permit covers all new and existing point source discharges of storm
water from a small municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) as
defined in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 122.26
(b)(16) to the waters of the State of Georgia, except for those storm water
discharges identified under Part 1.1.4.

1.1.2 The permittee is authorized to discharge stormwater under the terms and
conditions of this general permit if it:

1:1:2:1

1.1.2.2

1.1.2.3

1124

1125

Owns or operates an MS4 within the permitted area; and

Is not a “large” or “medium” MS4 as defined in 40 CFR Part
122.26(b)(4) or (7); and

Submits a Georgia Notice of Intent (NOI) in accordance with
Part 3 of this permit; and

Is fully or partially located within an urbanized area as
determined by the latest Decennial Census by the Bureau of the
Census; or

Is designated for permit coverage by the State of Georgia
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 122.32.

1.1.3 The permittee is liable for permit compliance and the implementation of its
Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) within the permitted area for
all discharges from the MS4 for which it is owner and/or operator.

1.1.4 The following discharges are not regulated by this permit:

1.1.4.1

1.1.4.2

1.1.4.3

1.1.4.4

NPDES permitted storm water discharges associated with any
of the ten categories of industries covered by General NPDES
Permit No. GAR050000;

Conveyances that discharge storm water runoff combined with
municipal sewage;

Discharges from a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW);

Storm water discharges that enter the waters of the State other
than from a point source;
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1.2

1145 Storm water discharges from construction sites which result in a
land disturbance of less than one acre unless part of a larger
common plan of development or sale; and

1.1.4.6 NPDES permitted non-storm water discharges, such as process
and non-process wastewater.

Definitions - See Appendix A

All terms used in this permit shall be interpreted in accordance with the
definitions as set forth in the Georgia Water Quality Control Act, as amended,
and the Federal Clean Water Act, as amended, unless otherwise defined in
Appendix A.

PART 2. CRITERIA FOR RECEIVING WATERS

The permittee shall implement controls to reduce pollutants to the maximum extent
practicable (MEP) in discharges from the MS4 to the waters of the State, so as not to
cause the following criteria to be exceeded in the receiving waters:

21

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

All waters shall be free from materials associated with municipal or domestic
sewage, industrial waste or any other waste which will settle to form sludge
deposits that become putrescent, unsightly, or otherwise objectionable;

All waters shall be free from oil, scum and floating debris associated with
municipal or domestic sewage, industrial waste or other discharges in amount
sufficient to be unsightly or to interfere with legitimate water uses;

All waters shall be free from material related to municipal, industrial or other
discharges which produce turbidity, color, odor, or other objectionable conditions
which interfere with legitimate water uses;

All waters shall be free from turbidity which results in a substantial visual contrast
in a water body due to a man-made activity. The upstream appearance of a
body of water shall be as observed at a point immediately upstream of a turbidity-
causing man-made activity. That upstream appearance shall be compared to a
point which is located sufficiently downstream from the activity so as to provide
an appropriate mixing zone. For land disturbing activities, proper design,
installation, and maintenance of best management practices and compliance with
issued permits shall constitute compliance with this criteria; and

All waters shall be free from toxic, corrosive, acidic and caustic substances
discharged from municipalities, industries, or other sources, such as nonpoint
sources, in amounts, concentrations, or combinations which are harmful to
humans, animals or aquatic life.
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PART 3. NOTICE OF INTENT

3.

3.2

Obtaining Coverage

3.1.1

3.1.2

3:1.3

3.1.4

To be authorized to discharge storm water from a small MS4, the
permittee must submit an NOL.  The NOI must be signed and dated in
accordance with Part 6.10 of this permit.

Where the operator changes, or where a new operator is added after
submittal of an NOI, a new NOI must be submitted.

The NOI form may be obtained by calling the NonPoint Source Program of
the Environmental Protection Division’s (EPD) Watershed Protection
Branch at (404) 675-6240 or on EPD’s website at www.gaepd.ord.

The completed NOI and signed copies of all reports required herein shall
be submitted to the following address:
Georgia Environmental Protection Division
Watershed Protection Branch
NonPoint Source Program, Storm Water Unit
4220 International Parkway, Suite 101
Atlanta, Georgia 30354

Submittal Deadline

3.2

3.2.2

If the permittee was covered under previous permit iterations due to
meeting the criteria specified in 40 CFR Part 122.32(a)(1) or due to
designation by EPD as specified in 40 CFR Part 122.32(a)(2), then they
are required to submit a new NOI in accordance with Part 3.1and Part 6.3
of the permit, and if notified by EPD, a new SWMP, within 180 days after
the effective date of this permit.

If the permittee is newly designated by EPD under 40 CFR Part
122.32(a)(2) after the issuance date of this permit, then they are required
to submit an NOI and SWMP within 180 days of written notification from
EPD.

PART 4. STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The permittee shall implement and enforce a SWMP designed to reduce the discharge
of pollutants from the MS4 to the MEP, in order to protect water quality and to satisfy
the appropriate water quality requirements of the State Act and Rules. The SWMP and
its amendments, upon approval by EPD, shall become an enforceable part of this
permit. The currently approved SWMP remains in effect and its requirements continue
to be permit conditions until another SWMP is approved. The SWMP must include, at a
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minimum, the following information for each of the six minimum control measures
(MCMs) described in 40 CFR Part 122.34(b):

41 Requirements

411

412

The best management practices (BMPs) that will be implemented for each
of the six stormwater MCMs. The SWMP must include at least the BMPs
listed in each MCM section below. For new permittees developing a
SWMP, each MCM must contain at least two BMPs. Additional BMPs
may be included in the SWMP by the permittee. Ata minimum, each BMP
must be implemented within the permitted area.

The measurable goals set for each of the BMPs.

The implementation schedule for each BMP, including, as appropriate, the
date of implementation, the months and years in which each specific
required action will be undertaken, any interim milestone dates and/or the
frequency of the action(s).

4.1.4 The office or position(s) responsible for implementing or coordinating the

BMPs in the SWMP.

42  Minimum Control Measures

421

Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts

The permittee must implement a Public Education Program to distribute
educational materials to the community and/or conduct equivalent
outreach activities about the impacts of storm water discharges on water
bodies and the steps that the public can take to reduce pollutants in storm
water runoff.

The permittee is encouraged to utilize USEPA’s toolbox during
development of a new or evaluation and modification of an existing public
education program. The toolbox includes example public education BMPs
and can be found at cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps.

For existing permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the
requirements shown in Table 4.2.1(a) below:

Table 4.2.1(a) Public Education - Best Management Practices (Existing Permittees)

BMPs

Measurable Goals

1. Public Education Program | 1.a. Evaluate your existing program to ensure that it

meets the needs of your community. Continue to
implement, and revise if necessary, the stormwater
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education program contained in the SWMP.

1.b. Comply with the measurable goal specified for each
BMP contained in the SWMP.

1.c. Details on the implementation of each BMP,
including documentation of activities, must be provided in
each annual report.

For new permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the
requirements shown in Table 4.2.1(b) below:

Table 4.2.1(b) Public Education — Best Management Practices (New Permittees)

BMPs

Measurable Goals

1. Public Education Program

1.a. Develop a stormwater public education program as
part of the SWMP and submit the program to EPD for
review and approval, in accordance with Part 3.2.2 of
this permit.

1.b. Implement the public education program in
accordance with the implementation schedule specified
for each BMP in the SWMP.

1.c. Details on the implementation of each BMP,
including the status of implementation and
documentation of any activities performed during the
reporting period, must be provided in each annual report.

4.2.2 Public Involvement/Participation

The permittee must, at a minimum, comply with State and local public
notice requirements when implementing a public involvement/participation

program.

The permittee is encouraged to make the approved SWMP publicly
accessible electronically or by other means.

For existing permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the
requirements shown in Table 4.2.2(a) below:

Table 4.2.2(a) Public Involvement/Participation - Best Management Practices
(Existing Permittees)

BMPs Measurable Goals
1. Public 1.a. Evaluate your existing program to ensure that it
Involvement/Participation meets the needs of your community. Continue to
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Program

implement, and revise if necessary, the public
involvement/participation program contained in the
SWMP.

1.b. Comply with the measurable goal specified for each
BMP contained in the SWMP.

1.c. Details on the implementation of each BMP,
including documentation of activities, must be provided in
each annual report.

For new permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the
requirements shown in Table 4.2.2(b) below:

Table 4.2.2(b) Public Involvement/Participation - Best Management Practices (New

Permittees)
BMPs Measurable Goals
1. Public 1.a. Develop a public involvement/participation program
Involvement/Participation as part of the SWMP and submit the program to EPD for
Program review and approval in accordance with Part 3.2.2 of

this permit.

1.b. Implement the public involvement/participation
program in accordance with the implementation
schedule specified for each BMP in the SWMP.

1.c. Details on the implementation of each BMP,
including the status of implementation and
documentation of any activities performed during the
reporting period, must be provided in each annual report.

4.2.3 llicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE)

The permittee must develop, implement and enforce a program to detect
and eliminate illicit discharges (as defined in 40 CFR Part 122.26(b)(2))
into its MS4. The permittee must:
4.2.3.1 Develop, if not already completed, a storm sewer system map,

showing the location of all outfalls and the names and location of

all waters of the State that receive discharges from those outfalls;

4.2.3.2 Prohibit through ordinance, or other regulatory mechanisms, non-

storm water discharges into the MS4 and implement appropriate
enforcement procedures and actions;

4.2.3.3 Develop and implement a plan to detect and address non-storm
water discharges including illegal dumping to the MS4;

DRAFT - 9/27/12




STATE OF GEORGIA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES Permit No. GAG610000
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION

Page 10 of 46

4.2.3.4 Inform public employees, businesses, and the general public of
the hazards associated with illegal discharges and improper
disposal of wastes; and

4235

Address the following categories of non-stormwater discharges or
flows only if they are identified as significant contributors of
pollutants to the MS4:

water line flushing;

landscape irrigation;

diverted stream flows;

rising ground waters;

uncontaminated ground water infiltration (as defined in 40
CFR Part 35.2005(20));

uncontaminated pumped ground water;
discharges from potable water sources;
foundation drains;

air conditioning condensation;

irrigation water;

springs;

water from crawl space pumps;

footing drains;

lawn watering;

individual residential car washing;

flows from riparian habitats and wetlands;
swimming pool discharges;

street wash water; and

flows from fire fighting activities.

For existing permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the
requirements shown in Table 4.2.3(a) below:

Table 4.2.3(a) lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination - Best Management
Practices (Existing Permittees)

BMPs

Measurable Goals

1. Legal Authority

1.a. Evaluate, and if necessary, modify the existing
ordinance. If the ordinance is revised during the
reporting period, submit a copy of the adopted
ordinance with the annual report.

2. Outfall Map and Inventory | 2.a. Develop or update a map and an inventory showing

the location of all outfalls from the MS4 and the names
and locations of all waters of the State that receive
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discharges from those outfalls. The map and inventory
must be submitted with the 2013 annual report, due
February 15, 2014.

2.b. Provide an updated inventory and map showing any
outfalls added during the reporting period and the total
number of outfalls in subsequent annual reports.

3. Implement the IDDE Plan described in the SWMP to
detect and address non-storm water discharges to the
MS4. The components of the Plan are as follows:

3.a. Conduct dry weather screening (DWS) inspections
on 100% of the total outfalls within the 5-year permit
term in accordance with procedures contained in the
SWMP. If the permittee conducts stream walks in
conjunction with the DWS inspection, then 100% of the
stream miles must be inspected within the 5-year permit
term. Provide the number of outfall inspections
conducted during the reporting period and
documentation of the outfall inspections in each annual
report.

3.b. Implement investigative procedures when the
results of the DWS indicate a potential for an illicit
discharge, including the sampling and/or inspection
procedures described in the SWMP. Provide
information on any illicit discharge detection activities
performed during the reporting period in each annual
report.

3.c. Ensure any identified Iillicit discharges are
eliminated. If necessary, implement enforcement
procedures described in the SWMP and in accordance
with the Enforcement Response Plan (ERP) in Part 4.3
of this permit. Provide information on any eliminated
discharges or on any enforcement actions taken to
eliminate illicit discharges during the reporting period in
each annual report.

4.a. Continue to implement a program to educate the
public, businesses, and government employees about
the hazards of illicit discharges as described in the
SWMP. Provide documentation of any activities
conducted during the reporting period in each annual
report.

3. |DDE Plan
4. Education
5. Complaint Response

5.a. Develop procedures for receiving, investigating,
and tracking the status of illicit discharge complaints and
submit the procedures to EPD for review and approval
with the 2013 annual report, due February 15, 2014.
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5.b. Implement the complaint response procedures
upon approval by EPD. Provide a report on each illicit
discharge related complaint received and investigated
during the reporting period (e.g. complaint date, type of
complaint, complaint status) in each annual report.

For new permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the

requirements shown in Table 4.2.3(b) below:

Table 4.2.3(b) lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination - Best Management

Practices (New Permittees)

BMPs

Measurable Goals

1. Legal Authority

1.a. Develop and adopt an IDDE ordinance that prohibits
non-stormwater discharges to the MS4. Submit a copy
of the adopted ordinance to EPD within one year of
designation with that year’s annual report.

2. Outfall Map and Inventory

2.a. Develop or update a map and an inventory showing
the location of all outfalls from the MS4 and the names
and locations of all waters of the State that receive
discharges from those outfalls. The SWMP must
include a schedule for completing the map, with a final
completion date of no later than four years following the
date of designation. The completed map and inventory
must be submitted to EPD with the first annual report
following completion of the map and inventory.

2.b. Provide a status of the mapping and the inventory
of identified outfalls in each annual report.

2.c. After completion of the initial outfall map and
inventory, provide an updated map and inventory
showing any outfalls added during the reporting period
and the total number of outfalls on the MS4 in
subsequent annual reports.

3. IDDE Plan

3.a. Develop an IDDE Plan, including field screening
procedures, source tracing procedures, and discharge
elimination procedures. The program must include
example forms, such as an inspection form, example
enforcement letters, etc. Submit the IDDE Plan to EPD
for review and approval within one year following the
date of designation with that year's annual report.

3.b. Implement the IDDE Plan by conducting DWS
inspections on outfalls as the mapping occurs in ltem
2.a. above. Provide documentation of the outfall
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inspections conducted during the reporting period with
each annual report.

3.c. Upon completion of the mapping, conduct DWS
inspections on 100% of the outfalls within a S-year
period. If the permittee conducts stream walks in
conjunction with the DWS inspections, then 100% of the
stream miles must be inspected within the 5-year permit
term. Provide the number of outfall inspections
conducted during the reporting period and
documentation of the outfall inspections in each annual
report.

3.d. Implement investigative procedures when the
results of the DWS indicate a potential for an illicit
discharge, including the sampling and/or inspection
procedures described in the IDDE Plan. Provide
information on any investigative activities performed
during the reporting period in each annual report.

3.e. Ensure any identified illict discharges are
eliminated. If necessary, implement enforcement
procedures described in the SWMP and in accordance
with the ERP in Part 4.3 of this permit. Provide
information on any eliminated discharges or on any
enforcement actions taken to eliminate illicit discharges
during the reporting period in each annual report.

4. Education

4.a. Develop and implement a program to educate the
public, businesses, and government employees about
the hazards of illicit discharges. Submit the program to
EPD for review and approval within one year of
designation with that year's annual report.

4.b. Implement the education program upon approval by
EPD. Provide documentation of any activities
conducted during the reporting period in each annual
report.

5. Complaint Response

5.a. Develop procedures for receiving, investigating,
and tracking the status of illicit discharge complaints and
submit the procedures to EPD for review and approval
within one year of designation with that year's annual
report.

5.b. Implement the complaint response procedures
upon approval by EPD. Provide a report on each illicit
discharge related complaint received and investigated
during the reporting period (e.g. complaint date, type of
complaint, complaint status) in each annual report.
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4.2.36

The inventory and inspection of industrial and commercial facilities
can help identify illicit discharges and the potential for pollution in
storm water runoff from these facilities. EPD recommends that the
permittee pursue a program addressing these types of facilities in
the permitted area, including the development of an inventory,
inspection of facilities, and possible enforcement. The permittee
may establish its inventory of industrial facilities using EPD’s

Industrial General Permit (IGP) Notice of Intent and No Exposure
Exclusion online listing. For commercial facilities, the permittee
may use its business license list to identify facilities with the
potential to have higher than normal levels of pollutants in storm
water runoff. If the permittee chooses to implement a program to
address industrial and/or commercial facilities, the details may or
may not be defined in the SWMP. In accordance with Part 4 of the
permit, all BMPs contained within the SWMP become part of the
permit.

4.2.4 Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control
The permittee must develop, implement and enforce a program to reduce
pollutants in any storm water runoff to the MS4 from construction activities
that result in a land disturbance of greater than or equal to one acre.
Storm water discharges from construction activity disturbing less than one
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4245 Procedures for receipt and consideration of information
submitted by the public; and

4246 Procedures for site inspection and enforcement of control
measures.

For existing permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the
requirements shown in Table 4.2.4(a) below:

Table 4.2.4(a) Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control - Best Management
Practices (Existing Permittees)
BMPs Measurable Goals

1. Legal Authority 1.a. Evaluate, and if necessary, modify the existing E&S
ordinance. Ensure either the E&S or litter ordinance
requires construction site operators to control waste at
the construction site, such as discarded building
materials, concrete truck washout, chemicals, litter, and
sanitary waste. If the ordinance is revised during the
reporting period, submit a copy of the adopted ordinance
with the annual report.

2. Site Plan Review 2 a. Implement the site plan review procedures described

Procedures in the SWMP.

2 b. Provide a list of the site plans received and the
number of site plans reviewed, approved, or denied
during the reporting period in each annual report.

3. Inspection Program 3.a. Implement the construction site inspection
procedures described in the SWMP. The purpose of the
inspections is to ensure that structural and non-structural
BMPs at construction sites are properly designed and
maintained and that construction site waste is properly
controlled. At a minimum, inspections must occur
following installation of initial BMPs, during active
construction, and after final site stabilization.

3 b. Provide a list of active construction sites and any
inspections conducted during the reporting period in
each annual report.

4. Enforcement Procedures 4.a. Implement enforcement procedures for E&S
violations documented at construction sites during the
reporting period as described in the SWMP and in
accordance with the ERP required by Part 4.3 of this
permit.  Provide documentation of any enforcement
actions taken during the reporting period in each annual
report, including the number and type (e.g. Notice of
Violation, Stop Work Order) and status (e.g. pending,
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resolved).

5. Complaint Response

5a. Formalize E&S complaint receipt, investigation,
response, and tracking procedures and submit the
procedures to EPD for review and approval with the
SWMP submittal, due 180 days after the effective date of
the permit.

5b. Implement E&S complaint response procedures
upon approval by EPD. Provide information on
complaints handled during the reporting period (e.g.
complaint date, type of complaint, complaint status) in
each annual report.

6. Certification

6.a. Ensure that any MS4 staff involved in construction
activities subject to the Construction General Permits
(CGPs) are trained and certified in accordance with the
rules adopted by the Georgia Soil and Water
Conservation Commission.

6.b. Provide the number and type of current certifications
held by MS4 staff in each annual report.

For new permittees, the program shall, at a minimum, contain the
requirements shown in Table 4.2.4(b) below:

Table 4.2.4(b) Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control - Best Management
Practices (New Permittees)

BMPs

Measurable Goals

1. Legal Authority

1.a. Develop an ordinance(s) that requires construction
site operators to implement E&S controls and control
waste at the construction site, such as discarded building
materials, concrete truck washout, chemicals, litter, and
sanitary waste. Submit the adopted ordinance(s) to EPD
within one year of designation with that year's annual
report.

2. Site Plan Review
Procedures

2.a. Develop procedures for conducting site plan
reviews. Submit the procedures to EPD for review and
approval within one year of designation.

2 b. Implement the site plan review procedures upon
approval by EPD. Submit a list of the site plans received
and the number of site plans reviewed, approved, or
denied during the reporting period in each annual report.

3. Inspection Program

3.a. Develop construction site inspection procedures.
The purpose of the inspections is to ensure that
structural and non-structural BMPs at construction sites
are properly designed and maintained and that
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construction site waste is properly controlled. At a
minimum, inspections must occur following the
installation of initial BMPs, during active construction and
after final site stabilization. Submit the procedures to
EPD for review and approval within one year of
designation with that year’s annual report.

3.b. Implement the inspection procedures upon approval
by EPD. Provide a list of active construction sites and
any E&S inspections conducted during the reporting
period in each annual report.

4. Enforecement Procedures 4.a. Upon approval of the ERP (required by Part 4.3 of

this permit) by EPD, implement enforcement procedures
for E&S violations documented at construction sites
during the reporting period. Provide documentation of
any enforcement actions taken during the reporting
period in each annual report, including the number and
type (e.g. Notice of Violation, Stop Work Order) and
status (e.g. pending, resolved).

5. Complaint Response 5.a. Develop E&S complaint receipt, investigation,

response, and tracking procedures. Submit the
procedures to EPD for review and approval within one
year of designation with that year's annual report.

5.b. Implement the E&S complaint response procedures
upon approval by EPD.  Provide information on
complaints received and investigated during the reporting
period (e.g. complaint date, type of complaint, complaint
status) in each annual report.

6. Certification 6.a. Ensure that any MS4 staff involved in construction

activities subject to the CGPs are trained and certified in
accordance with the rules adopted by the Georgia Soil
and Water Conservation Commission.

6.b. Provide the number and type of current certifications
held by MS4 staff in each annual report.

425 Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and

Redevelopment

The permittee must develop, implement and enforce a program to address
storm water runoff into the MS4 from new development and
redevelopment projects, including projects less than one acre if they are
part of a larger common plan of development or sale, as described in
Parts 4.2.5.1 and 4.2.5.2. The program must ensure that controls are in
place that will prevent or minimize water quality impacts. At a minimum,
the Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development
and Redevelopment Program must contain the following requirements:
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e Develop and implement strategies which include a combination of
structural and/or non-structural BMPs appropriate for your
community;

e Use an ordinance or other regulatory mechanism to address post-
construction runoff from new development and redevelopment
projects to the extent allowable under State and local law; and

o Ensure adequate long-term operation and maintenance of the
BMPs.

4.2.5.1 Stormwater Design Manual

The permittee must implement either the latest Georgia
Stormwater Management Manual (GSMM) or an equivalent local
design manual. For those permittees located in the 11-county
coastal management program service area (Bryan, Brantley,
Camden, Charlton, Chatham, Effingham, Glynn, Liberty, Long,
Mclntosh, and Wayne), the adopted manual must include the
applicable parts of the Coastal Stormwater Supplement (CSS) to
the GSMM, specifically the performance standards.

For new permittees, the adoption of either the GSMM or a local
design manual must be completed within one year of designation.
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